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February 2010 Worship Schedule

January 31
Sermon: Living Gratitude Scripture: Psalm 138
Communion will be offered.
11:30 a.m. All-Church Carry-in Lunch.
Bring place settings and a dish to share.

February 7- Youth Sunday
Come and celebrate the ministry of our youth ag kbsad us in worship.
‘Souper Bow!’ collection after church for food pant
Place your donation in the team ‘bowls’ to voteyour favorite team.
Pastor Linda on vacation Feb.1 through Feb. 8.

February 14 - Mission Sunday
Rev. Jean Brindel from the Indiana UMC ConferenizdfS
will bring a message on mission beyond the locatain
Sermon: The Joy of the Lord
Scripture: Nehemiah 8:1-2, 8-12 Matthew 28:16-20

11:30 p.m. All-Church Luncheon sponsored by thetkou
Free will donations will go to support their
Henderson Mission Trip in Summer 2010.

During lunch Rev. Brindel will share the Annual Gerence
building plans folEpworth Forest.

Guided prayer sheets will be distributed in butidtr
Ash Wednesday Congregational Day of Prayer.

February 17 - Ash Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Worship Service. Imposition of Ashes el offered.
Congregational Day of Prayer
5:30 Meal, 6 p.m. Hand Bells, Kids Club, Jr. Higbuth
(Evening Bible Study will not meet.)
Sr. High Youth, Choir Rehearsal will meet followitige Ash Wednesday Service

February 21 - First Sunday of Lent
Sermon: Spiritual Survival Skills
Scripture: Luke 4:1-13
Jesus teaches us survival skills to help us oveecom
temptation in our lives.
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of JES1LS Other: 6 p.m. Community Lenten Service

February 28 - Second Sunday of Lent
Sermon: Living Examples
Scripture: Philippians 3:17-4:1
Other: 2 p.m. “Fireproof” movie and discussion
6 p.m. Community Lenten Service
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Pastor’s Ministries
Forgiveness

In a recent adult ministries survey we asked fpraguggestions that might be helpful for the ceggr
tion. One that came up was the issue of ‘forgiveheNo one specified if it was forgiveness fromd;0
forgiveness of another person, or - perhaps the diffisult - forgiveness of self. But | expect vadl strug-
gle with each of these. Still it is helpful to rember that when we make an effort to forgive ras just
for the sake of others, forgiveness is the besagthor our own spirit.

Read Luke 15:11-32

Most of us have heard this story about the prodsgal He demanded his inheritance then ran off and
wasted the nest egg on his selfish pleasures. eBaol hungry he trudges home to grovel knowingase h
broken his father’s heart but hoping he could wiorka living as one of his father’s servants. Hsww-
prised he was when his father not only forgave birhwelcomed him back with a party and full rightsd
privileges.

All seems forgiven with a “happily ever after engliuntil we see the older brother with an ax tandriHe
is not happy about his brother’s good fortune andietermined to make everyone miserable until his
dicated.

How many of us hasn’t identified with this oldeobrer at one time or another. Life isn’t fair! \Weant to
put on our lawyer hat and echo the words of Jererhal.

“You are always righteous, O Lord, >4
when | bring a case before you.
Yet | would speak with you about your justice.
Why does the way of the wicked prosper?
Why do all the faithless live at ease?”

Take some time in the days ahead and answer tloaviog questions.
What do | think forgiveness is? What would it |[didke in my life?

For what do | need to receive forgiveness from God?

What person do | need to ask to forgive me? Whorhreeed to forgive?
For what do | need to forgive myself?

Try and be specific and write your responses.

Then be intentional about making any changes yed imeyour devotional life and relationships tha c
foster forgiveness. Make a daily confession dugiour prayer time to God for those areas of failand
struggle. Stop and consider how your actions andisvmight be hurtful to another person and prayeto
kinder in your interactions. In those areas ospaal struggle with forgiving yourself for past degre-
member Christ gave his life to free you from youmssClaim his love and begin to live as a forgiven
Christian who has forgiven others.

2 May the qift of forgiveness dwell in your heart amdy you bless others along the way.
N

Pastor Linda Craig




Children’s Ministries

Indianapolis Colts vs New Orleans Saints

On February 7, you'll be able to vote for the tegya think will win the Super Bowl, or the team ybaope
will win the Super Bowl, or, if you don’t care, ya@an put a dollar in both pots™ and %' graders will
have soup pots for your donations. All the moraggad will go to the Middlebury Food Pantry. Ga|t€!

Charlie will be back beginning in February. Thex#iérgarten and*igrade class will
once again go to each classroom to collect foodoamdoney for the Food Pantry. The children weél b
decorating a box for each Sunday School clasgoufprefer that the children not interrupt yourssia
please put your items in the box and put the bagide your classroom door. If the box isn’t ougside
door, Charlie will come in to pick up your donatsonThank you for your generous gifts!

..Lent is a time to reflect on the gifts God hasegieach of us and to share
those gifts with others. Each family will haveishfbank and calendar in their mailbox the Sund=grie
Lent begins. The calendar includes a scripturdinggfor each day, as well as creative giving idebise
fish banks will be collected on Easter Sunday fistanet. One Great Hour of Sharing is a way &pond
to Christ’s love for all people by joyfully sharirigat love with people in need.

! If a 4" or 8" grader hasn’t asked you to sponsor her for tharofgnd yet, ask her!
For every $1 you donate to & dr 5" grader, he or she will read a page in the Biblgp®rt the organ fund
and help a child learn more about God at the same Thank you!

February The Lord’s Supper workshops — art, cooking, games, music
March Easter — Mary’s Story workshops — cooking, crafts, games, sciencey stor
April Walk to Emmaus workshops — cooking, science

If you are willing to teach a workshop (one, twotliree week sessions), please talk to Alice.
Thank you for sharing your gifts with the children!

nowledge, nspiration, iscipleship, ervice

Alice Morris, Director of Children’s Ministries
church 825-2585 onte 522-9985 fumcchilde@maplenet.net
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Jr. High Tubing Trip

February 21
Five Pines Camp - Berrien Center, Ml
$5 due February 14
Forms are on bulletin board
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- - will be cooking a pasta
_ lunch to be shared after
Join us February 7 fo Sunday school. All

Youth Sunday. The
youth will be leading
the worship service.
Come worship with

us!

proceeds from the free will
donation will go to our
summer mission trip to
Henderson Settlement.

y / Pasta Lunch

4/(f ) Fundraise
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February 20
Bittersweet Ski Resort
$55 due Feb. 14
Forms are on bulletin board

Sr. High Ski Trip




9:00 am-Worship
10:15 am-Sunday
School for all
ages

8:30 am-Moms In
Touch

5:30 am-Bible
Study

5:30 pm-Meal

6 pm-Handbell
Practice, Kids
Club, Jr. Youth
Group

7:00 pm-Choir
Practice, Sr.
Youth Group

6:30 pm-Comfort
Ladies

9 am-Women’s
Bible Study

8:30 am-Moms In |6:30 pm-Staff *See Feb. 3 6:30 pm-Comfort | 9 am-Women'’s
“Souper Bowl” of | Touch Parish Comm. | schedule Ladies Bible Study
Caring—see pg. 3 | 6:30 pm-Finance, | Mtg. 6:30 pm-Disability
Care Comm. Task Force
Mtg.
!
8:30 am-Moms In 5:30 am-Bible 6:30 pm-Comfort | 9 am-Women'’s Sr. High Youth
Touch Study Ladies, Mission Bible Study Ski Outing
10 am-Bible St. Comm. Mtg.
Ylt_)lljrt]réhSponsored 5:30 pm-Meal
6 pm-Handbell

Practice, Kids
Club, Jr. Youth
Group
7 pm-Ash Wed.
Service
(Choir and Sr.
High youth will
meet after Ash
Wed. service)

Jr. High Youth

Tubing Outing

6 pm-Community
Lenten Servc.

8:30 am-Moms In
Touch

*See Feb. 3
schedule

6:30 pm-Comfort
Ladies

9 am-Women’s
Bible Study

2 pm-"Fireproof”
movie-see pg. 7

Looking Ahead: March 7 - Third Sunday of Lent
6:00 p.m. Community Lenten Service at FUMC
FUMC Hand Bell Choir will perform.
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Birthdays Anniversaries
2/2 Donna Kauffman 2/13 Cheyenne Kalb
2/4  Janell O'Dell 2/15 Noah Kiser Feb. 5—Tom and Donna Carney
2/4  Rex Krider 2/18 Randy Sible
2/5 Lauren Cammenga 2/19 Sally Hellinga
2/9 Joyce Krider 2/19 Lauren Houser
2/9 Kelly Ottinger 2/21 Layne Kirby
2/9 Emily Fought 2/23 Diane Eash
2/9 Mila Opacich 2/24 Laura Chapman
2/10 Tom Kauffman 2/26 Susie Gipson
2/12 Donna Stout 2/28 Bev Miller
2/13 Steve Ebersol 2/28 Sandra Kalb
2/13 Marilyn Cook 2/28 Aimee Gingerich
Greeters Social Committee
Rod & Peggy Nappier Sally Hellinga Flower Donations
Elmer & Rosa Troyer Cheryl Baker Feb. 7—open
Peggy Yeater Feb. 14—Rich & Carol
Ushers Linda Troyer Christner
Cindy Houser Feb. 21—open
Dave Kimmel Rebecca Yeater Feb. 28—Steve & Peggy
Rod Nappier Dee Koontz Yeater
Tom Carney
Mitch Miller Acolytes
Feb. 7—Jarrett Talbott
Audio Feb. 14—Crist Troyer
Feb. 21—Nathan
Feb. 7—Lee Brekke Whitehead

Feb. 14—Dave Craig
Feb. 21—Lee Brekke
Feb. 28—Dave Craig

Feb. 28—Ailie Belmont




Organ Fund Raiser
We are half way to our goal!

You may make a pledge or donation at any time toward our new organ.
Pledge forms are available on the table in the Fellowship Hall to support the
purchase of a new organ. You may place them in the offering plates or return
to the church office.

Mission Sunday

Feb. 14, 9:00 a.m.
Rev. Jean Brindel, Conference staff will be bringing the sermon on Mission Sunday. Jeanis an
Elder and has served in the former North Indiana Conference from 1975 to 2008, when she was
appointed to be the Development staff for the Capital Fund program for Epworth Forest. Jean
has recently been appointed to be the Development Director for the Indiana Conference. Jean
has earned her fund raising management credentials from the school of Philanthropy at IUPUI.
She became a CFRE (certified fundraising executive) in 2007. Jean has two sons, James who
lives in Atlanta Ga, and Lee and his wife Candice who live just outside Washington DC. Jean
lives in the Indianapolis area.

At 11:30 the youth will be sponsoring a pasta lunch. A free will donation will be taken and it will
go to support their mission trip to Henderson Settlement in the summer 2010. During lunch Rev.
Brindel will share the annual conference building plans for Epworth Forest. Please plan to join us!

Fireproof
Sunday, February 28, 2 p.m.

You are invited to gather in Fellowship Hall to watch the heartfelt movie
“Fireproof", an action packed story of a firefighter, his wife and the rescue
of their marriage. There is no charge but to help us plan for childcare and
refreshments, please sign up in Fellowship Hall by Feb. 21.
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First UMC is a
church that grows
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Valentine’s Day is for honoring love;
To show those we love we care.
Red hearts with tender sentiments
We send, our love to share.

So on Valentine’s Day we're reminded
Of our very first Christian goal:
To love the Lord with all our heart
And all our mind and soul.

To love our neighbor as ourselves
We are also told to do,

So let’s live our love by the Bible;

It's God’s word, flawless and true.

If we give this Christian Valentine first,
We’ll never run out of love,
For infinite love will come to us
From God in heaven above.

By Joanna Fuchs



